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Swiss need specialize: Niche markets, chips, 
high precision and designed in

Global Swiss strengths



Photonics in Europe: Small companies



Photonics: Europe and Japan are hotspots
Lausanne is great place to study Photonics



Photonics is a Growth Industry



Where is growth in 2016?



Swiss are toolmakers

Our toolset Other toolset



Light is a sharp and precise tool

• Material processing
• Cutting, welding, brazing, …. of 

“any” material

• PV manufacturing line
• Material processing of a photonic 

device (PV cell) with a photonic 
tool (Laser direct write&cut, 
lithography)

• 3 d printers
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Light needs precision tools

• Lenses
• Objective on Philae on the Rosetta

• Handheld computers

• 3 d measurements
• 3d cameras

• OCT 

• Microscopes
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Some impact stories: 



Swissphotonics Network

• Research

• ETHs

• Uni

• UAS

• RTO

• Industry

• Start-ups

• SME

• VCs

• Swissmem

• Top down 
research
programs

• EU

• BFE

• Bottom up
research
programs

• KTI

• SNSF
-Improved project
submissions

-Start-up support

-Individual coaching

-Generation of 
Roadmaps

-Execution of calls

-Find Industry
partner in 
Workshops

- National Lab 
(coordinate)

- Funding

- Seed money

-Find Research  
Partner

- Network for
engineers

- Education

-National lab (single
point access)  

Financial Service




